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The only thing to which  am committed is complete independence, I will
not go back to a slave country. 1 would prefer to die in a foreign country

50 long as it 15 a free country. And if you do not give us freedom in India,
you will have to give me a grave here (in England).
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['d been invited by the government to represent India at an international peace
conference in San Francisco, but the leader of our political party was telling me
[ shouidn't go. His reasen: our party, the All-India Muslim League, was com-
mitted to non-cooperation with India’s British rulers: as a disciplined Leaguer. [
could not be part of a government delegation. | was tempted to go. so [ said.
“Can’t | go and not talk politics?” “Then what will you talk about?” Mohammed
Ali finnah asked sharpty. “The man in the moon?” His face softened. ~I know
how disappeointed you are.” he said. “but a principle is at stake. One day, 1
promise, vou will go to an international conference — and with honour. repre-

senting vour country.” That encounter took place in (945, but even today the
wonder of it moves me.

Reader’s Digest, New Dethi. May 1991, pp. 20-30)
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Oh. what wonderful news. The anti-Christ
died on Christmas Duy.
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I did not associate deity to a statue.
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The message of the Adhan was puwert‘ul.‘ It hit my heart like 4 bolt
of tightening. This is what sparked my interest in Islam. (p. 4}
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It was a turning-point in Russian history and culture.

1.M. Roberts, The Pelican History of the World.
Penguin Books Lid., 1980, p. 355.
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Islam in France

By Hanapeter Oschwakd

PARIS :

Islam has made huge stades in France, with mosques spreading across the landscape and increasingly
self-assured Muslims demanding recognition that this is now a partly Muslim country. Intenior
Minister Charles Pasqua has instructed his staff to prepare him a report on this strange new “France
of the Thousand Mosques™ detailing the influence of Islamic fundamentalists. The newspaper and
broadcasting have also discovered the “Islamic French™ thanks to a majur new book by a specialist in
[slamic studies and political science professor, Gilles Kepel,

The book, Istam’s Suburbs surveys a Musiim community of about 3 million that has aften been
the target of racism. The numbers have not grown for 15 years, but Muslim consciousness has sharply
altered. Kepel, 32, says it is still unclear whether French Mustims will one day be integrated into
mainstream French society or simply insert themselves as a foreign body between its folds. But
nobody ought to imagine Freach Musiims will just disappear. Many commentators on the book
claim assimilation is inevitable. They say French society and cuiture is so powerful that even the most
radical Muslims will little by little be absorbed. The sceptics prefer the insertion scenario, predicting
that Muslims wiil form their own lobby with spokesmen and institutions that wiil eventually extract
the same sort of recognition from the state enjoyed by Catholics, Protestants and Jews.

That has a catch. As a tolerant Western society, France will readily ailot a niche to the purely
religious aspects of Lslam. Buta conflict is in the making over Istam’s vision of society and its political
implications. The majority French favour a secular state and reject all religious influence on state
affairs.

The huge majority of French Muslims are from North Africa and Muslim regions of Black Africa,
cither migrant workets or holders of French passports. Some are from Turkey. Oniy a handful are”
converts of purely French descent.

The bulk of the faithful who bow towards Mecca at the Grand Mosque de Panis in the Rue
Jean-Pierre Timbaud are underprivileged outsiders clad in cheap clothes — mostly manusl workers,
many unabic to read of write some have never attended any school. Well-off Muslims worship more
discreetly or do not turn up for prayers at all, but they provide the cash that makes the flowering of
Islam possible. A look at the bell-pushes in the piush West End of Paris shows pienty of residents of
Arab extraction. Backing up their contributions are donations from Gulf Arab foundations or from
the Islamic Republic of Iran. The flow of cash has ensured that most Muslims have a place of prayer
near at hand.

In just 15 years the number of mosques and places of prayer has grown from just a dozen or soin
the whole of France to 1,000. There are a total of 635 Islamic congregations or organisations
incorporated under French law. The teachers of this new breed of Islam run the gamut from
anti-Western militants to advocates of tolerance, but few preach a distinctively French form of Islam.
Kepel sets out the choices in his book but does not predict which will win the day.

He says the anti-Western advocates of isloation from mainstream France are currently making the
loudest pitch. They find a ready car among mingrants il at easc among the French, unablc to speak
the French language properly and chary of becoming integrated. The petty racism of day-to-day life
in the midst of Christendom drives many such Muslims to take comfort in their religion.

Kepel's book contains many interviews showing thai elderly people rediscover their sense of
dignity in Islam and try hard to convey that sense to their children. Younger Muslims mostly identify
with Islam but do not regard it 45 a contradiction ta their Western lifestyle. Girls in Muslim families
absorb French mores and behaviour more readily than any other group. Kepel proposes as the best
solution that the French state take the initiative and try to integrate Muslims into mainstream life. He
says that the minds and hearts of the Muslims will mainly be won in the schools, where the next
generation is growing up. (DPA-Feature)

" The Hindustan Times, December 11, 1987
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How England was Lost to Islam?

Had powerful Moorish ruler Emir Mohammed Al-Nassir overlooked the fact that
Islam borbids taking undue advantage of heipless pcople, England would have
become 2 Muslim country in the 13th century—some 800 years ago.

Gabriel Ronay in his book “The Tarter Khan’s Englishman” published by
Cassel, disclosed that in 1213 King John of England sent a secret emissary of three
persons to Moorish ruler Emir Mohammed Al-Nassir with offer of homage and
promise that if England were 10 be received into the Arab fold King John would
become the Emit’s tribute-paying vassal and he along with his subjects convert to
Isiam.

Ronay came across verbatim account of secret emissary while researching for
book on Robert Dad, London Catholic priest who was also one of the emssary
sent to Al-Nassir and who was Jater excommunicated and banished from England
by King John for his role in the Magna Cana rebeltion of 1215,

This forgotten episode of English history when King John offered to become
Muslim along with his subjects was dutifully tecorded by Saint Alhan’s chromicler
of 13th century. Mathew Paris, There is tittle to question veracity of his account
writes Ronay, because he heard it straight from those emissares.

Nasser's Rebuff: Baron Thoma Hardington, head of King John emissary,
according to Paris accounts, was instructed by John to tell Emir Al-Nassir “great
King of Africa, Morocco and Spain that he would voluntarily give up to him.
himself and his kingdom, and if he pleased. would hold it as tributary for im and
that he would also abandon Christian faith which he considered false and would
faithfuily adhere 10 the law of Mohammed”.

Baron Hardington, who was accompanied by Baron Reloh Fitznicholas and
Catholic priest Master Robert de London handed King John's letter to the Emir and
with the aid of an interpreter proceeded Lo convey with oratorial skill the richness
of Englands soil, tertility of its fields and skill of its peopie “who are handsome
and ingenious, are skilled in three languages, Latin, French and Engtish as well as
in every liberal and mechanical pursuit™,

Ronay describes Emir's reply as “exceptionally level headed” when he said. 1
have never read or heard that any king possessing such prosperous kingdom, sub-
ject and obedient to him, would thus voluntarily ruin his sovereignty by making
tributary to a country that is free by giving to a stranger that which is his own by
wrning happiness to misery and thus giving himself up to will of anather conquerred
as it were without wound™.

Upon his emissary’s rewrn o England, King John “wept bitterly in being
baulked in hus purpose’.

Catholic priest, Master Robert de Londen later was excommunicated and ban-
ished from England as a result of hus role in Magna Carta rebellion. He went 1o
Mongolia to become Tartar Khan's chief diplomat and later to return to Europe
eventually as head of the Tartars that converted nearly half of Europe to [slam.

SUNDAY TIMES (London) October 22, 1978
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England could be a Muslim Country

It wili come as a shock to anyone affected by the present-day Arab inva-
ston of Lond—but for a crucial moment in the thicteenth century En-
giand faced the prospect of being“totally converted—lock. stock and
barrel—into a Muslim country.

In 1213, in a demented move of desperation, King John Lackland
Sent a secret embassy of three people to Entir Motamed al-Nassir, the
powertul Moorish ruler, with an offer of homage and the promise that, if
England were to be received into the Arab fold, he would become the
€mirs trcbute-paying vassal. John sought conversion to [slam as a way
out of pressing political problems. ’

L came acrass a verbatim account of the secret embassy In a contemporary monastic chronicle,
whule researching a book on Robert de London. 1 Catholic priest who was ex-communicated and
bamshed from England for his role in the Magna Carta rebellion.

. Thisvinually forgotten episode of English histary was dutifully recorded by Matthew Paris, a
shrewd St Albans chromicler of thirteenth-century events. There 1s little reason to question the verac-
ity of lns account because he heard it straight from the horses mouth.

According to Paris, the three-man embassy was composed of the barons Thomas Hardington
and Ralph FitzNicholas. and Master Robert de London, Pans offers no explanation for the inclusion
ot the London priest but one likely reason is that John charged Master Rabert, “the king'’s own
clerie,” to ensure the barons did not double-cross him.

Thomas Hardington, the head of the embassy, was instructed by fohn to teil “the great king of
Africa. Morocco and Spain that he would votuntarilv give up to him, himself and his kingdorn, and
i1 he pleased would hold it as tributary for him; and that he would also abandon the Christian faith,
which he considered false. and would faithfully adhere to the law of Mohammed.™

With that big handed King fohn's letter to the emir and, with the aid ofan inferpreter, proceeded
ta convey with ofatorial skill the richness of England's soil. the fertility of its fields and the skills of its
people “who are handsome and ingenious, are skilled in three languages—Latin, French and En-
glish—as well as in every liberal and mechanical pursuit.”

The Moorish ruler's reply was exceptionally level-headed: “I have never read or heard that any
King possessing such a prosperous kingdom subject and obedient to him, would thus volentanily ruon
hies sovcreignity by making tributary a country that 15 free, by giving to a stranger that which is his
own. by turning happiness te misery and thus giving tumself up to the will of another, conquered as
it were without a wound.™

After atypreatty Mustim apprasal of John's manliness. the emir refused the offer to embrace
Isiumn “for he 15 a petty king. senseless and growing old...and unworthy of an alliance with me.” And
he told T envovs never to come into his presence agatn.

Lpon the embassy's return to England, King John “wept with bitterness in being balked in his
purpese” Perhaps believing that his harons had double-crossed him, he put the London priest in
charye of the whole St Albans Abbey as a roward. His stewardship soon ended, however, because
the monks bribed the king with 700 silver marks to have him removed.

Master Robert then crossed over to the barons’ camp. fighting for a charter of ghts He was
excommunicated and banished from England as a result of his role mn the Magna Carta rebellion and
wits ~sept by the tde of events from London to the steppes of Mongolia, where he became the
terowicus Tartar Khan's chief diplomat. He returned to Europe eventually at the head of the Asianc
hordes aeat on the apmibilation of our continent.

GABRIEL RONAY
{The Tartar Khan's Englishman was published las week by Cassel.)

SUNDAY TIMES (London) October 22, 1978
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The Egypiians were conquered not by the sword, but by the Koran (103)
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Still its spirttual conguests went on amnterruptedfy  (2)
W L L SIS B DS e eire s S
i G U;lb?.vuﬂﬂ JE = b n.ﬁ;mw;,suyg«ﬂm_,
(ML s an 3 RN, LMuu«z_mew
Udd"pi:wb;"dbw Eb’dl( u{‘fo:lL.

In the hours of its political degradation, Islam has
achieved some of its most budlliant spiritual conquests
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in each case the conquerors have accepted the religion of the conquered
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Lol

Unaided by the temporal power, Muslim missionaries have carried
their {aith into Central Africa. China and the East Indies Islads (2)
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to alternative tdeofogical formulations which would assume new rele-

vance in the context of the pressing problems and challenges faced by
humaunity today,
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1t would be natural to expect that with the death of communism there

would be a trend towards establishment of Islamic ideology in the six
republics.
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The most unusual buy has to be the modern Russian version of the
Bible on sale periodically in the lobby in front of the international press
briefing room. Put out to commemorate this summer’s 1000th anniver-
sary of Christianity in the Soviet Union, it retails for $65.
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Islam is France’s second religion

It ts surprising that in the

past 20 years Islam has become the second most impartant religion in
Franee atter Roman Cathol

wewm. it is tar shead of Protestantism and mosques served by permanent
RS fow stand in 17 provineial cenrres. Roman Catholic churches are aften three-quarters empty
But Friday prayers i the Paris Ylosque attract between 5000 and 6,000 people who spril our into
adjotrung hatls and courtvards 1o hsten o the mravers ov et loudspeakers, For the feast of fu-ud-for
wluch marks the ¢nd of Ramadan, the congregation swells o nearly 1000, and all round the mosgue
peopie kacel in the streets. [1s estimated that there are 14 millon pracusing Catholics in France as

distinet from people baptized as Catholics, wha are {ar more numerous. The Musiuns COME Next
with about two million. then protestants with 1.250.000; jews. who number WHLOGO, and Bud-
dhazsts. ubout RO Before 1939 the Mushm

population of France was so small that there were no
ofticial statisties of thewr number. But after the Sccond World War the Mushm population changed
Many families settled here, particularly from the former colonies 1n Nurth Afnien. Sametines they
Bl 1o hve in appalling conditans. The wive

of immugrihon increased sharplyadter 1953 and lasted
until 1970, Inuddition o the families from North Atrca, larue numbers arnved o France Yoo black,
Afnea, Now the Muslim community cotsists of mamty working peopic., und abowt 250 000 of themn

hve inthe Pans regron. In Marselles there are about 750,000, and in Lyuns about 300,000 Some are
professors, others cannot read or write, The only thing they have in common is therr fath in Islam
speaking about this dispariate community, 51 Hamza Boubakeur. rectar of the Mushim fnsttute of the
Puris Mosque, sad: 1 realezed that T could not atford 1o stress religious differences, but must oo o
common spinitual nounshment to all, free from any sectarian spint™ He was alsa contronted with
many materal problems housimg. jobs. educauon. and integration inta the French community The
wonen, ont whom the famuly structure is based at first found themsetves ina “linguistic prison™,
arble o communicate. On a wall of his study 15 a portrat of the Shah of Iran. * I'he Shah's Gos orn-
ment was the only one that helped me materially™ he said, “He gave me carpers for the mosque und
monev”. About three-titths of France's Muslims practice their religion. " The social pressure to wor-
ship s not as strong as in a Mushm country and the condilions are not favourable™ Si Hamza Boubakeur
said. "But many Mustim workers observe Ramadan even on the assembly line™

TIMES (Landow March 5, 1974
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Powell spent some years in India as a soldier. He travelled
extensivgly in the country by bicvele and became in his own
words *an amateur of Islumic architecture ” He learned Urdu
and became acquainted with Sanskirt. Of his vears in India he
wrote later © 1 had failen hopelessiy in love with India. If in
1946, there had been a foreseenble future in the Indian army,
I would have opted to leave my bones there. *
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The five precepts (punca-sitay for the layman prohibit killing,
stealing, engagmg in sexual misconduct, lying. and drinking
intoxicating liquor. (3/39(1)
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We are today a deeply divided seciety. To what principle of life should we
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A cosmetic manufacturer, a Muslim in Rangoon,
gave a crore of rupees (p.10).
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