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The oldest kind of calendar, and formerly the most widely
used,is the lunar calendar.In this calendar the civil month is
approximately the same length as the actual lunar month,and the first
day of each civil month is approximately the day on which the new
moon occurs. A person who is unable to read a calendar can still tell
the day of the month fairly accurately by observing the the phase of
the moon. there is no tropical year in lunar calendar (Encyclopaedia
Americana 1988 Vol.5 Page 185).
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Babylonian months to the end remaind truly lunar and began
when the New Moon was first visible in the evening. The day began
atsunset
The months began at the first visibility of the New Moon.and
in the 8th century BC court astronomers still reported this important
observation to the AsyrianKings. _
Improvents in astronomical knowledge eventualy made
possible the regularizatioin of intercalatioin:and, under the persian

kings (c.380 BC). Babylonian calendar calculators succeed in
coimputing an almost perfect equivalence in a lunesolar cycle of 19
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years and 235 months with inrcalations in the years 3.6.11.14 17.
and 19 of the cycle.--—-—------—---—The jewish adoption of Babylonian

calendar customs dates from the period of the Babylonian Exile in
the 6thcentury BC. '
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Th most significant of all the early attempts tolprovide some
commensurability between areligious funar calendar and the tropical
year was the Metonic cycly. This was first devised about 432 BC by
the astronomer Meton of Athens.Meton warked withanother Athenian
astronomers, ---=meeummmeeeoooeee In the religious calendar, the

commencement of the month was determined by the observetion of
the crescent New Moon. and the date of the passover was tied in
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with the tipcning of barley. The actual witnessing of the New Moon
and observing of the stand of crops in judaea were required for the
functioning of the religious caalendar. The jews fo the Diaspora .of
Dispersion,who generally used the civil calendar of their respective
coumtries.were informed by messengers from palestine about the
comimng festivals. This practice is afready attested for 143 BC After
the destruction of the Temple in AD 70. rabinic leaders took over
from the priests the fixing of the religious calendar. Visual
observation of the New Moom was supplemented and foward AD
200.in factsupplanted by secret astromomical calculation. But the
people of the Diaspoa wrer ofgen reluctent fo wait for the arbitary
decision of the calendar makers in the Holy land .Thus. in Syrian
Antioch in AD 328-342, the pasover was always celebreted in
(julian)March.th month of the spring equinox. without regard to the
palestinian rules and rulings.To preserve the uln_ity of lasrael.the
patriarch Hillel 11. in348/ 359 published the "secret"of calendar
making .which esentially consisted oif the use of the Babylonian
91-year eyely with some modifvation of these principles occasioned
comiroversies
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As late as the 10th century AD. In the 8th century. the
Daraites following Muslim practice. trturned to the actual observation
of the crescent New Moon and of the stand of barley in Judaea. But
some centuries later they also had to use aprecalculated
calendar.The Samaritans, likewise used a computed
calendar -———-——

The synodic month is the average interval between two
mean comjunctions of the Sun and Moon. when these bodies are as
near as possible in the sky, which is reckoned at 29 days 12 hours
44 minutes 3 secomds: a conjunction is called a motad. This is also
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aBabylonian value.(Encyclopedea Britanica 1992 vol. 15. Calendar)

Thus, the jewish calendar is LUNI-SOLAR.It is in contrst to
our purely solar and in which the months have copletely lost their
relation to the moon But it is also quite different from the
Mohammeden calendarm, an absolutely junar
system e ‘

A special committee of the Sanhedrin, with its president an
chairman, had the mandate {o regulate and balance the solar eith the
lunar years. This socalled Calendar Council (Sod Haibbur) calculated
the beginning of the seasons (Tekufoth )on the.basis of astronomical
figures which had been handed down as a tradition of old,
Whenever after two or three years, the annual ex cess of 11 days
had accumulated to Nisan in order to assure that Nisan and
passover would occur in Spring and not retrogress toward
WINEEI, =mommrm e semmemmmmane This method of observation and intercalation
was in use throughout
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theperiod of the second temple (516B.C.E--70C.E.), and
about three centuries after its destruction, as long as there was an
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independent Sanhedrin.tn the fourth century, However, when

oppression and persecution theraternd the continued ex istence of
the Sanhedrin, the patriarcg Hillel 11 took an extraordinary step to
preserve the unity of Israel.In order to provent the jews scattered all
over the surface of the earth from ceiebtating their New Moons
festivals and holidays at different times, he made public up to then
had been a closely guarded secret.--«----—---=-=------

In accordance with this system, Hillel 11 formally sanctified
all months in advance, and intercalated allfuture leap years until such
fimes as a new recoignized Sanhedrin would be established in
Israed This is the permanent calendar according to which the New
Moon and festivals are calculated and celebrated today by the jews
alloverthe world, ----—---=-----——-----

However, for calendar caculations, especially for the
computation of the Moladoth (the times of the New Meon)and the
Tedufoth{beginnings of the seasons) the day begins and ends at 6
o' clock in the evening, jerusaiem time, (THE COMPREHENSIVE HEBEW
CALENDAR 20th to 22 nd century, by Arthur Spier, page 1,2, 13)
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Shaikh yusuf Al Qardawi Adds Here That His Own
Preference, Al Murajjah Is That The Crescent Shuuld Be Visible To
The Naked Eye This Rather Than Conjunction, Would Seem To Be
Closer To The Letter and Sprit of the Texte of the Quran And the
Sunnah on the Subject.
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